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Chords And Scales
When it comes to learning how to play guitar, there are a lot of theory topics to study. One of those which is great for playing melody on guitar is scales. But what are the best beginner guitar scales to learn? And why? To answer these questions, we need to look at what scales are, and how to go about learning them. What Is a Scale?A scale can be defined as a series of notes written in alphabetical order, going from the root note to its octave. These notes are used for the writing and playing melodies.
They are also the building blocks for harmony, as chords are built from scales. Here is a scale you may be familiar with:Learning Beginner Guitar ScalesThere are many great reasons why you should learn scales. Knowing scales will give you a greater understanding of music. Understanding the relationships between single notes and chords will result in better composition and songwriting. Also, practicing scales will enhance your finger technique and hand synchronization. Having both the technique and the knowledge increases your ability to play various melodies over the right chords at the right time. Learning and practicing scales is invaluable and will help you to develop faster as a musician. What Are the Best Scales to Learn FirstWhen it comes to guitar soloing, regardless of the music style, certain scales are used considerably more than others.These main three beginner guitar scales are:.
minor pentatonic. blues.
natural minorThe other three beginner guitar scales – the major pentatonic scale, major blues scale and major scale – are the relative major equivalent because they use the same notes and patterns. For more on relative major and relative minor scales, see Lesson 13 in.Here are the most common patterns for each scale type, shown in a fretboard diagram and in tablature. These examples are all in the key of A so the root will be on the 5th fret of the 6th string.The numbers inside of the dots indicate which fingering to use. A Minor Pentatonic ScaleThis scale has five different notes ( penta = five) and the scale degrees 1 3 4 5 7.In the key of A these are the notes A C D E G.A Blues ScaleThis scale is the same as the minor pentatonic scale with one extra note added. Starting with the five notes of the minor pentatonic scale, you simply add “the blue note”, which is the 5 scale degree.See the white notes added to the notes of the pentatonic minor scale pattern on the fretboard diagram.The scale degrees are 1 3 4 5 5 7. In the key of A the notes are A C D E E G.A Natural Minor ScaleThe A minor scale or A natural minor scale is a seven note scale and has the scale degrees 1 2 3 4 5 6 7. In the key of A the notes are A B C D E F G.To make it easier to learn this scale, again notice the notes of the pentatonic minor scale pattern make up most of the natural minor scale pattern.If you are a beginner guitarist, you may be familiar with the C major scale: C D E F G A BAs you can see, the notes of A minor – A B C D E F G – are the same notes of the C major scale, but they start on A instead of C. This is why we call the A natural minor scale the relative minor of the C major scale – because they are related by using all the same notes.
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In other words, when you learn how to play A natural minor scale you have also learned the C major scale.It is called natural minor to separate it from the other minor scales – harmonic minor and melodic minor.In SummaryThere are many beginner guitar scales that we could learn. All over the world there are literally thousands of scales, some of them with complex interval combinations and some that sound very exotic.As a beginner guitarist, it is good to first familiarize yourself with the three most commonly used movable scale patterns. That way you can relate and compare all new scales and scale patterns we learn to these basic three beginner guitar scales. A good which includes suitable chords progressions to solo over can be of great help in further study of scales. About the AuthorDaniel Coffeng is an honors graduate from the Guitar Institute of Technology and is a Los Angeles, CA based performing guitarist, freelance studio musician and music educator specializing in modern contemporary guitar.– Continue learning with Learn To Play Music at.
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When I first started studying Flamenco guitar I realized that one of the best ways to get the Flamenco 'sound' was to use this scale, which is a mode of the harmonic minor scale. It's really just like playing all the natural (not sharp or flat) notes on the guitar, and changing all the G notes to G#.It's a really difficult thing to do if you're used to the other usual guitar modes and scales, as they are all just a variation of the diatonic scale. This scale is different because it changes the fundamental pattern that you've gotten used to.It's called the 'Phrygian Major' or 'Major Phrygian' scale but I'll call it the Flamenco scale here. And as the diatonic scale has seven positions to play (root, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th), this scale lends itself to only four (root, 4th, 5th, 7th):Download this as a.Flamenco Scale patterns in the Key of EAnd here it is in the key of E, using patterns that use groups of open/fingered strings.
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The chords that fit best with them are E, F, A minor and D minor.Flamenco Scale notes in the Key of EIn the key of E, these are all the notes of the Flamenco scale up and down the neck. Once again the chords that fit best with them are E, F, A minor and D minor.
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